310         MEMOIRS   OF  WILLIAM  HICKEY

Holland with a view to put an end to the vile set he had
associated himself with.

Osborne, upon losing the advantage of Hamilton's pursef
found himself alike bankrupt in character and fortune.
He therefore embarked for his native shores of America,
persuading Frederick to accompany him and try his for-
tune on the other side of the Atlantic. The latter there
entered as a volunteer in one of the King's regiments, in
which situation he behaved so well as shortly to obtain a
Commission, within a twelvemonth from which time he was
killed in one of the hard fought battles of which so many
occurred in that country.

Thus ended the career of four young men who for a
period of three years continued in one uninterrupted course
of folly, intemperance and riot, to the utter disgrace of
themselves, and of the police of the capital, which was
either so relaxed, or so corrupt as to permit their course of
iniquity to proceed uninterrupted.

By this time I had with my usual want of resolution once
more yielded to temptation, and fallen into all my old bad
habits. Dear, lovely woman, I never could resist. A
famous bailiff named Willis generally contrived to get the
writs that were issued against those unfortunate women
directed to him. He kept a lock up house in Great Earle
Street, Soho, and although by profession a tailor, he had
fitted it up most elegantly as a tavern. Here we assembled,
feeding upon every luxury procurable by money, and drink-
ing the most expensive French wines.

An inevitable consequence of such a course of life to mo
was that I got rid of much more cash than my allowances
afforded, and therefore incurred considerable debts. While
my sword, watch, or any valuable article of dress remained
in my possession transferring the same to a Pawn broker
secured me three or four guineas upon emergency. When
all those sources were exhausted I had recourse to my
former disgraceful practice, expending upon my own extra-
vagancies and follies large sums of money intended to pay
Counsel's fees, and other matters of business.